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10 June 2020 
 
Mr. Petar Vidov 
Editor in Chief 
Faktograf.hr 
Zagreb, Croatia 
 
   Re: Complaint Concerning Violation of IFCN Principles 
 
 
Dear Mr. Vidov: 
 

Thank you for your prompt response today.  Your response is unsatisfactory because it 
fails to address numerous factual errors and violations of the IFCN Code of Principles outlined in 
my letter of earlier today, including: 

 
• Your false assertion that the mass execution of tens of thousands of prisoners of 

war and civilians was known in Yugoslavia before the fall of communism, and 
your lack of citation to sources to support your position; 
 

• Your failure to identify specific facts which you are “fact-checking,” and your use 
of subjective opinions as “facts”; 

 
• Your failure to provide citation to support your claim that the British Army “had 

no obligations in any way to assist enemy forces,” which is a highly dubious 
proposition;  

 
• Your failure to cite support for your claims that (1) you “suggest” that those who 

fled towards Bleiburg were “ideologically of the explicit fascist orientation as 
well as persons who committed war crimes,” (2) that the murder of innocent 
people by the Partisans was “literally unavoidable,” and (3) your suggestion that 
the crime against humanity at Bleiburg and thereafter was “despite the explicit 
prohibition issued by the Supreme Staff against the execution of prisoners of 
war”; 

 
• Your failure to acknowledge that Faktograf.hr violated Principle 1 of the IFCN 

Code of Principles by using Mr. Gužvica, a partisan activist, as the author of its 
“fact-check”; 

 
• Your failure to acknowledge that Faktograf.hr violated Principle 2 of the IFCN 

Code of Principles by failing to provide standards and transparency of its sources; 
 

• Your failure to acknowledge that Faktograf.hr violated Principle 4 by failing to 
provide standards and transparency of its methodology; 
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• Your failure to acknowledge that Faktograf.hr did not attempt to contact the 
author of the TV Kalendar segment, Mr. Brnardić, in violation of Criteria 5.5 of 
Principle 4 of the IFCN Code of Principles; and 

 
• Your failure to acknowledge that Faktograf.hr failed to expressly inform users 

that if they believe Faktograf.hr is violating the IFCN Code, they can inform 
IFCN, and your failure to provide a link to the IFCN site to send complaints 
against Faktograf.hr 

 
I note your acknowledgement that Faktograf.hr incorrectly asserted that TV Kalendar 

published the disputed video on its website, and appreciate that you corrected this error in your 
text. However, additional questions arise from your response to my letter. Specifically, your 
letter cites to an old article published by Priznajem.hr which is no longer on its website, and you 
instead provide a link to the version captured on Internet Archive. This raises questions about 
your methodology. Your website states that the purpose of your fact-checking is to correct: 
 

• Statements by politicians and public office holders 
• Fulfillment of pre-election promises 
• Accuracy of claims in digital space 

 
An article that has been removed from a website would not appear to fit into any of these three 
categories, which raises questions about Faktograf.hr’s motivations in publishing on 9 June 2020 
this “fact-checking” of an article that had previously been removed from the publisher’s website. 
 
 In light of Faktograf.hr’s failure to address numerous points raised in my letter of earlier 
today, and in light of new questions that have arisen from your response, I will go ahead and 
proceed with the filing of a complaint directly with IFCN. 
 
 
       Sincerely, 
 

        
   
       Luka Mišetić 
       New York, NY 
 


